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seek() method

In Python, seek() function is used to change the position of the File Handle 1o a
given specific position. File handleis like a cursor, which defines from where the
data has to beread or written in the file.

Syntax: f seek(offset, from_what), where fis file pointer
Parameters:
Offset: Number of positions to move forward

from_what: |t defines pointofreference.
Returns: Return the new absolute position.




Thereference pointis selected by the from_what argument Itaccepts three
values:

+ 0: sets thereference pointat the beginning of the file

+ 1:sets thereference pointat the current file position

+ 2:sets thereference pointat the end of the file

By default from_whatargumentis setto 0.



Exan:'nple 1: Let's suppusé we have 1o read a file named "G fG. txt" which contains
the following text

"Code i=s like humor. When you have to explain it, it's bad."

Pythond

# Python program to demonstrate

# seski | method

# Opening "GEG.txt" text f£ile

f = open{("GEG.txt",. "r"}

# Second parameter is by default 0
# Bets Heference point to twentieth
# index position from the beginning

.8eak|{Z20)

# prints current position
print(f.tell(}]

print(f.readlinef]]
f.closel]

Qutput:

20

Whan you hawve to explain it, it's bad.



Example 2: Seek() function with negative offset only works when file is opened
in binary mode. Let's suppose the binary file contains the following text

b'Code is like humor. When you have to explain it, its bad.'

Python3

# Python code to demonstrate

# us=a of sesekl} function
# DOpening "GEG.txt" text f£ile
# in binery mode

= open("data.txt". "rb"]

gets Hefarence peoint to tenth
position to the left from and
.seeki =10, Z)

I I

# primts current peosition
print|{£.telll i}

# Converting binary to string and
# printing
print(f.readline( ] .decodel 'utf-8'}]

f.cla=el ]

Qutput:

47

r its bad.



